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We are living in a world with diversity of cultures 

and technology can provide a means for getting 

people connected with each other. They build 

social networks and true images about other 

people's life which might be affected wrongly by 

the media . Consequently, violence, racism and 

culture shock can be reduced when 

communication is targeted fruitfully. Students 

and teachers work together in a common theme 

which is adaptable to the curriculum for the 

sake of developing language and social skills to 

serve their communities in a better way.  

 

Issa Khalfan Hamad al Anqoudi 

iEARN Country Coordinator ï Oman 
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Welcome to the Debunk Stereotypes Project 

The Debunk Stereotypes Project is a teacher-directed students collabo-

rative  project in which participating students try to find out how other 

people in the world see them and then debunk the negative images 

about their countries. The general goal of this project is to strengthen 

the ties between the peoples of the world through creating more  un-

derstanding among them and fixing the  negative untrue images.  

 

 

The Debunk Stereotypes Project hopes to create a more loving, under-

standing and aware generation of students.  Moreover, it  looks for-

ward to teach students all over the world to respect and appreciate each 

others. 

 

 

The Debunk Stereotypes Project plays roles in developing students 

skills in three  areas: social, linguistic, and technical. Thereafter, it of-

fers the opportunities for  teachers of different subjects to take part in 

this project  or to collaborate with each other. 

 

 

The Debunk Stereotypes Project serves the goals of the International 

Education and Resources Network (iEARN) in regard to enabling 

youth and teachers to communicate with and work together with others 

locally and internationally, using the Internet to enhance learning and 

make a difference in their own communities and around the world.  
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About the Project  

Timetable 
The project is planned to last from September 2009 to 

May 2010. The timetable is flexible to satisfy all the 
participants. Participating schools can progress and do 

the activities at their own paces within the above time 

limit.  

Age of the participants 
The project include all students aged from 12ï19. 

Curriculum Area 
The major curriculum area is Humanities and Social 

Sciences. However, the project develops other 
curriculum areas such as language and technology. 

Project Languages 
English and Arabic 

Project contribution to the planet 
The project will play a big role in strengthening the 

relationships between countries through improving the 
images of people around the world 
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The Project Description 

Almost all people all over the world are highly affected at differ-
ent degrees by stereotypes. Stereotypes make a direct or indi-
rect  impact on oneôs perception of the world and on their re-
sponse to other people as well. However, stereotypes have al-
ways been a sensitive and controversial issue that people avoid 
talking about and fear to discuss.  
 
Stereotypes are not usually true because they are based on 
grossly exaggerated generalizations or false assumptions. Even 
though some people pretend that they donôt care about them 
when they dealing with others, they actually keep them in mind 
and count on them.  
 
In this project, we hope to raise this sensitive issue in a friendly 
way and therefore change these negative false images of peo-
ple around the world. We also look forward to strengthening the 
ties of friendship among people in the global community by 
bridging the cultural gap. 
 
Students, in the Debunk Stereotypes Project,  collect data about 
the cultural stereotypes of their countries through interviewing 
students and people from other countries, searching the Inter-
net, and discussing with their friends. In a later stage, they verify 
the accuracy and credibility of those  stereotypes and then de-
fend them. They may do a small-scale research to verify the in-
formation they have collected. Students are supposed to set up 
a blog in which they post all the news and products, and show 
their progress in regard to the project. 
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Project Aim and Objectives 

 

The Debunk Stereotypes Project aims at strengthening 

the ties of friendship among people all over the world 
through creating more understanding among them.  

 

Students are expected:  

 
 

1.  To introduce themselves, countries, and their opin-

ion about the project  

2.  To identify the images of their countries in the eyes 
of other people  

3.  To verify the reliability and credibility  of these 

stereotypes  

4.  To clarify the misunderstanding about their coun-
tries stereotypes  

5.  To understand other people all over the world in a 

better way  

6.  To exchange views and opinions in regard to 

stereotypes  
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What should we do?  

Pre - Project Activity  

Each group has  a discussion in the project forum where 

they  post there news and share their works with other 
participants. Each group is supposed to post a photo of 

the group and a brief introduction to themselves  and 

their school. The purpose of this activity is that the par-

ticipants get acquainted to each other.  

Our Own Blog  

Each group has  to set up their own blog as it is sup-

posed to be the place for their final project. At every 
stage of the project, participants are asked to post 

something in regard to the project. Those who donôt 

know how to set up a blog will find a detailed tutorial in 

the project website (to be announced later).  

Who Are We?  

Each group post an introduction to its country, school, 

and members of the group to their own blog. Students 
can give general information about their countries such 

as how big it is, where it is located, etc. The post can be 

in the form of text, picture, audio, or video. Tutorials on 

making and editing videos will be provided in the pro-
ject website.  

1 

2 

3 
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How People See Us  

Each group carries out a thorough search for their coun-

try stereotypes. They can interview people from other 
groups. They can search the Internet for such things. 

They can discuss that among themselves. Later, they 

post a brief of the stereotypes they have found to their 

blog. This brief can be in the form of text, audio, or 
video.  

The Fixed Image  

Each group verify the mistaken and exaggerated stereo-

types. They look for proofs from the real life to fix the 
image and convince people about the real facts. Then 

they post it to their blog in the form of text, audio, or 

video.  

The Project Website  

A website dedicated for the project will be set up before 

the beginning of the project. It will cover all the events 
and news in regard to the project. There will be links to 

all the blogs related to the project. Moreover, relevant 

tutorials will be available for students and teachers on 

how to start a blog and how to edit a video. A summary 
of all the final products of all the participants will be 

made and uploaded to the website.  

4 

5 

6 
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The Project Forum 

 

http://foro.iearn.org/iearnforums/stereotypes/ 

The Project Description 

 

http://media.iearn.org/projects/iearn-stereotypes 

The Project Website* 

 

www.debunkstereotypes.com 

 
*To be launched by 15/9/2009 

Facilitator 

 

Saeed Al Abdulsalam  - Oman 

saeed-r-s@hotmail.com 

iEARN Country Coordinator - Oman 

Issa Al Anqoudi 

iearn_oman@yahoo.com 
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Our ultimate goal is to build up a loving 

global community in which people  

 trust each other  

believe in each other  

love each other  

understand each other  

and 

care about each other.  

 
The Project Facilitator  


